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Town of Sherman 

Conservation Commission 
Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, April 13, 2022 

Mallory Town Hall (and via ZOOM), 7:00 p.m.  

 

    

Members Present:  Bill McCann (Chair), Michael LaVia, Rolf Martin, Colette Shulman, Lauren 

Weber  

 

Members Absent: Michele MacKinnon (Vice Chair), Anne Weisberg  

 

Other Attendees:  Christine Aruza (Clerk) 

 

 

 

Call to Order:  Chairman B. McCann called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

 

C. Shulman made a motion to vote on approval of the March 9, 2022 minutes 

with revisions.  

 

Seconded by: R. Martin 

 

Vote: Unanimous For 

 

Correspondence:   

 

No new correspondence.    

 

New Business: 

 

 P&Z Request to Provide Chapter for New POCD  

 

B. McCann forwarded a copy of the last chapter of the Natural Resources Inventory to Christine 

Branson to share with the Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z). They will review the 

chapter’s recommendations and advise. C. Shulman inquired if the strategies from the Open 

Space chapter of the existing Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) will be included in 

the updated version. L. Weber (alternate commissioner on the P&Z commission) stated the P&Z 

addresses the open space plan portion differently – owing to the inactive nature of the Sherman 
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Land Acquisition Fund (SLAF) Advisory Board, The P&Z Commission has amended 

accordingly and these revisions will be incorporated in the updated POCD. It will also reflect the 

role of the Northwest Connecticut Land Conservancy (NCLC). They want to send around a 

survey to the town to assess what the residents deem most important with respect to open space 

and include in the POCD.   

 

C. Shulman advised that updated CT PA 490 values should be included in the POCD. Likewise, 

maps should be updated and incorporated. R. Martin expressed concern that non-buildable 

parcels still be protected as critical wildlife may be present. B. McCann shared that non-

buildable land in Sherman is not calculated as part of total town acreage which could offer 

additional protections.    

 

B. McCann to reach out to J. Burruano before the next meeting to obtain their assessment and a 

schedule for draft document receipt/turnaround.    

 

 

Beauty on the Wing Programs April 21st  

 

The spring event (co-sponsored with the Sherman Library) featuring the documentary, “Beauty 

on the Wing” will take place on April 21st. M. MacKinnon’s article promoting the film appeared 

in the Sentinel and Town Tribune. The flyers will go out this week to be placed at the library, 

IGA, American Pie, post office, coffee shop, etc. Registrants will receive a link with password to 

view the documentary and Zoom details for the Q&A with filmmaker Kim Smith.  

 

Native Species Ordinance in Newtown Update 

 

B. McCann will take the first pass at editing the Newtown policy and adapting for Sherman’s 

needs. He will share with everyone at the next meeting for group review.  

 

Weed Warrior/ Pollinator Garden Scheduling for 2022 

 

The Weed Warrior project should take place in early May. Last year efforts focused on removing 

invasives in the inlet. B. McCann advised the shoreline at Veteran’s Field had to be re-armored 

due to a washout. Not all of the root systems for the knotweed were removed. M. LaVia advised 

that approximately 8-10 feet from the track will be topsoil and seeded for grass. It is unclear if 

the knotweed will come back in the rock area. This year the commission wants to continue from 

the baseball backstop back toward the lake. There is a sizeable community of knotweed there 

plus phragmites and multiflora roses.   

 

M. LaVia inquired if we are advertising online for volunteers to assist with the Weed Warriors 

project. The commission needs approximately 15-20 volunteers. M. MacKinnon made the 

request for volunteers in the “Conservation Corner” article recently posted to the Town Tribune 

and Sentinel. C. Aruza advised they will post to the New Fairfield/Sherman Facebook page as 

well. Discussion ensued regarding administrative ownership/maintenance of the dormant, 
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dedicated Facebook page for the Sherman Conservation Commission and how to potentially 

revive.  

 

L. Weber asked if we could get volunteers from the boy scouts/girl scouts or churches/schools. 

B. McCann advised M. MacKinnon had previously talked with Barbara Richardson (Pack Leader 

Boy Scouts) regarding the pollinator garden to see if they could help. B. McCann recorded that 

perhaps the commission should make a flyer to reach out to schools/churches. He advised in the 

past the commission had received help via ads in the newspaper and solicited volunteers via the 

Naromi Land Trust (now the NCLC).    

 

For the pollinator garden, M. MacKinnon shared in her written update that she met with a 

landscape designer. The designer reviewed the site, offered suggestions and recommended large 

plants to purchase. Part of the suggestion recommended a soil test including a soil textural 

analysis. This was done and sent on the 5th. The report should be received in a few weeks.  

 

Additional recommendations included defining the planting area with logs and adding fencing to 

prevent damage/littering. The costs to incorporate fencing will need to be added to the budget. B. 

McCann advised the commission may need to obtain a grant to fund the fencing for the 

pollinator garden.  

 

Old Business 

 

The WCCAA/Cricket Valley final report is in. Per R. Martin the monitors were up and covered a 

period from 2019 to when the report ended the analysis. Sherman’s monitoring period started 

later than that conducted by other Connecticut towns. B. McCann advised that the report advised 

that there was not a significant increase in pollutants since Cricket Valley powered up in early 

2020. Results were, however, skewed by the pandemic, the shortened length of the monitoring 

period and faulty equipment.  

 

Discussion followed about when a meeting will be conducted with the WCCAA leadership to go 

over the results. C. Shulman had sent an email to WCCAA members Linda Frank, Wendy 

Murphy and Mike Benjamin to ascertain but had not heard back yet. Per B. McCann within a 

year-and-a-half the monitors will need to be serviced again and will have associated costs that 

need to be planned for. B. McCann will verify with Kathy Retter in the Assessor’s office if the 

monitor has internet connectivity. B. McCann will send an email to M. Benjamin to determine if 

we are transmitting data and ascertain when they plan to conduct a meeting.       

 

R. Martin raised concerns about the comprehensiveness of the report as it did not measure 

Litchfield County mortality rates, mutation rates or air toxicity rates downwind of the power 

plant. There is no health impact data that can be specifically attributed to the power plant. R. 

Martin wants to make sure that the next iteration includes these types of measures. He advised 

that the data can be back correlated to CDC data if it is included in the next report. R. Martin will 

write up some comments to share with WCCAA so the report can be revised along these lines 
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either in the current version or in a later version. B. McCann suggested perhaps this request 

could be raised at the report review meeting.  

 

General 

 

B. McCann to speak with D. Lowe about how to continue meetings as a hybrid (in-person & 

Zoom) to address specific requests to keep this format ongoing.  

 

Several commissioners raised the need for a dedicated email to communicate more easily with the 

public. B. McCann to check with Kathy Retter on this matter.    

 

 Adjournment:  B. McCann adjourned the meeting at 8:24 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted by Christine Aruza 

Next meeting:  Wednesday, May 11, 2022, @ 7:00 p.m., Mallory Town Hall and via Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


